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spouse ; hence, by the whole Church, she is saluted as
Queen of Mercy."

I would next refer to a writer who lived four cen-
turies before Biel, but whose works received the papal
sanction so late as the commencement of the seven-
teenth century, Petrus Damianus, Cardinal and Bishop.
His works were published at the command of Pope
Clement VIII., who died A. D. 1604, and wrere dedi-
cated to his successor, Paul V., who gave the copyright
for fifteen years to the Editor, Constantine Cajetan, A. D.
1606. I will quote only one passage from this author.
It is found in his sermon on the nativity of the Virgin,
whom he thus addresses: " Nothing is impossible with
thee, with whom it is possible to restore those in de-
spair to the hope of blessedness. For how could that
authority, which derived its flesh from thy flesh, oppose
thy power ? For thou approaches! before that golden
altar of human reconciliation not only asking, but com-
manding; a mistress, not a handmaid ]."

I must now solicit your attention to the sentiments
of two writers, whose partial identity of name has na-
turally led, in some instances, to the one being mis-
taken for the other, Bernardinus de Bustis, and Bernar-
dinus Senensis. Bernardinus de Bustis2, in the coun-
try of Milan, was the celebrated author of the " Office
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin,"
which was confirmed by the bull of Sixtus the Fourth,
and has since been celebrated on the 8th of Decem- -
ber.

He composed different wrorks in honour of the Virgin,

1  Accedis enim ante illud aureum humanae reconciliationis altare,
non solura rogans, sed imperans ; Doraina, non ancilla. Paris, 1743.
vol. ii. p. 107.   Serm. 44.

2  Fabricius, vol. i. 215.